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penditure upon public instruction had been insignificant and
uncertain, and its control had not been deemed worthy of the attention of any department of the State.
The Despatch of 1854 was a new departure. This remarkable document starts with this noble declaration: "Among many subjects of importance none can have a stronger claim on our attention than that of education. It is one of our most sacred duties to be the means., as far as in us lies, of conferring upon natives of India those vast moral and material blessings which flow from the general diffusion of useful knowledge, and which India may, under Providence, derive from her connection with England/5
The object was not only to produce a higher degree of intellectual fitness, but to raise the moral character of those who should partake of education, to supply Government with servants to whose probity offices of trust might be committed with increased confidence, and to advance the well-being of the people generally. The material condition of the great Empire was to be advanced by the diffusion of the improved arts, science, philosophy., and literature of Europe. The vernaculars of the eotfhtry were not to be neglected. They were to be utilised as the media of communication of European knowledge to the people generally, leaving the mastery of the English language, as a key to the literature of Europe, to those who aspired to a high order of education.
The responsibility for popular education was accepted both on the general ground of the duty of Government to secure the best interests of the people, and also on the particular ground that in India Government effort was especially required. At the same time, it was laid down that Government could not attempt to supply popular education by its own unaided efforts. The task was too great. It was indeed recognised that the people by themselves could not obtain an education worthy of the name. Government must, therefore, come to their assistance ; but the work was not to depend entirely on its unaided efforts. History had shown that throughout all ages both